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n TELEVISION: Pelham couple’s entry is among top 55 in CBC’s ComedyCoup

‘Loving idiots’ among award contenders

ALLAN BENNER
Tribune Staff
A Pelham couple is hoping
their tale of family ties and stupidity will one day be broadcast
on televisions screens across the
country.
Blair Wood and his wife Christina Nicolaou have teamed up
with a cast of well-known comedians, who include Second City,
SCTV and Saturday Night Live
among their credits, to create
Idiot Parade, Get Stupid.
It ’s one of more than 230
projects entered in CBC’s ComedyCoup, an online campaign
that asks fans to watch teaser videos and choose their favourite TV
shows.
In addition to writing and producing the show, Wood and Nicolaou are also playing the roles of
some of the lead characters, along
with comedians Nigel Downer,
Tony Rosato, Robert Salvador,
Guy Bradford and director Saxon
deCocq.
Halfway through the 10-week
competition, all but 55 projects

have been eliminated but Idiot
Parade continues to be a contender.
Although their show didn’t
have enough votes to make it into
the top 55, Nicolaou said CBC
producers liked it enough to keep
it in the competition as a “wildcard.”
And that was “super encouraging,” she added.
But now, Nicolaou is asking the
people of her hometown to help
support their efforts and visit the
Comedy Coup website — comedycoup.cbc.ca/idiot-parade
— sign up, watch the trailers and
vote for Idiot Parade.
T h e n e x t ro u n d o f v o t i n g
takes place from Nov. 6 to 9.
When it’s over, the number of
competitors will be cut from
55 to the top 15. Nicolaou and
Wood also have an Idiot Parade
Facebook page they’re asking
people to visit.
At the end of the competition,
up to five projects will be chosen
and invited to negotiate a twoyear deal with the broadcaster
while the producers of the top
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A poster promoting a comedy called Idiot Parade, Get Stupid, produced by Pelham couple Blair Wood and Christina Nicolaou. From left are
Robert Salvador, Nigel Downer, Wood, Nicolaou,Tony Rosato and Guy Bradford (Pancake Man).
program will be given $500,000
to develop a half-hour show to air
on CBC next fall.
The project actually began as a
short film, shot at a now defunct
sandwich shop in Toronto in the
summer of 2013.
“On our first day we shot for
22-hours straight,” Wood recalled.
“It was awfully grueling.”
That film received a nomination for best comedy at the Yorkton Film Festival in Saskatchewan.
“We were put up against these
heavy-hitters,” Wood said, referring to the quality of films they
were competing against. “It was
kind of neat. It was like, ‘What are
we doing here?’ ”
The nomination gave them the
encouragement they needed to
work towards developing a televi-

Blair Wood, standing, and his wife Christina Nicolaou, with actor
Robert Salvador, ﬁlming a scene from Idiot Parade, their entry in the
CBC’s ComedyCoup.

On our ﬁrst day we shot for 22-hours straight.
It was awfully grueling.”
Blair Wood
sion series based on Wood’s concept of “these three goof-balls,
two brothers and a sister.”
The characters, Ben, Grace
and Dale Belmont, inherit a
diner from a grandmother
with the stipulation that if they
don’t continue to run the diner
t o g e t h e r, t h e i r i n h e r i t a n c e
would instead go to a foundation for horses. Their grandm o t h e r, W o o d e x p l a i n e d ,
“always thought they were lazy,

incompetent and totally stupid, but she wanted to see them
make something of themselves.”
The catch is, they need to raise
$500 to keep the diner’s doors
open. While it doesn’t seem like
a lot of money, it’s more than the
characters have.
“The three of us are such losers
we don’t have five bucks between
us,” Wood said. “My plan is just to
take a homeless guy around the
corner, put him in a pancake suit

and try and drum up business for
the diner.”
“It’s very slap-sticky,” Nicolaou
added.
And although the show is entitled Idiot Parade, she said the
term is used “with love.”
“They’re like loving idiots,” she
said. “They’re characters that
you root for because they’re not
mean. They just want to do their
best, but their best is never really
good enough.”
Idiot Parade is one of a few
Niagara-produced entries in the
competition. Fruit Farm, a comedy based in Niagara-on-theLake, has also made it to the top
55.
allan.benner@sunmedia.ca
Twitter: @abenner1
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Veterinarian recognized for work with animals on reserve
DAN DAKIN
Tribune Staff
A veterinarian who helps care
for animals at the Welland and
District Humane Society has
been given a national award for
her work.
Tammy Hornak, who started
an animal rescue charity called
Canon’s Cause seven years ago,
was named the first recipient of
the Pets Plus US Community Outreach Award.
“She has done some tremen-

dous work with the First Nations,”
said Randy Valpy, who heads up
the Oakville-based pet insurance
company Pets Plus Us.
Th ere w ere s e ven awa rd s
handed out by the company
across Canada this year. More
than 160 nominations were
entered for the awards and there
were 70,000 votes cast in an
online poll.
“This is our first year of doing it,
but we’ll make it an annual thing
and make it bigger next year,”
Valpy said. “I wish we could have

T: 905-735-4182
A: 184 Thorold Road, Welland, ON.

handed out 166 awards because
the stories were incredible.”
Hornak is a veterinarian based
in Caledonia but spends one day
a week working at the Welland
and District Humane Society. She
was nominated by OSPCA CEO
Kate MacDonald.
The Canon’s Cause organization was started as a way to find
adopters for sick and injured dogs
and cats that might not otherwise
be able to find homes.
Much of the work has involved
animals from the Six Nations of

the Grand River. The organization
was named after a border collie
she rescued that was found with
broken back legs and heartworm.
“We use him as our spokesdog
because everyone should have
the will to live he does in spite of
everything he’s had to face,” Hornak said.
For winning the award, Hornak
was given a $1,500 donation from
Pets Plus Us for Canon’s Cause.
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Veterinarian Tammy
Hornak looks over
Petra the dog at the
Welland and District
Humane Society
Thursday. Hornak
was given a national
award for her work
caring for animals.
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